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letter to the president of the meeting, Dr. Gour, and threatening
letters were sent to some other prominent men."
Activities such as these were kept up throughout the months that
followed. The Extremists wanted Tilak in the presidential chair, and
they had resolved to stick at nothing to secure their object. The
Moderates, though in a majority, were no match for their opponents,
either in organizing skill or in methods of political warfare. The
Reception Committee, however, which had the right of selecting
the President by a three-fourths majority, according to a resolution
of the Calcutta Congress, succeeded in electing Dr. Rash Behari
Ghosh, an eminent Bengali lawyer and leader of thought, as
President of the Nagpur Session. This selection was in accord
with the views of almost all the provincial centres consulted in
the matter.
The Extremists foiled in their purpose, resolved upon creating
confusion and chaos, and rendering the work of the Congress im-
possible. And they succeeded only too well. The Chairman of the
Reception Committee, Mr. Chitnavis, was assailed with abuse, the
minds of the ignorant and the illiterate were inflamed by all sorts of
discreditable suggestions, and the student world was carefully edu-
cated into an attitude of violent hostility to the methods and policy
of the older leaders. The inevitable result was that at a meeting of
the Reception Committee held on 22 September, such scenes of
hooliganism were enacted as destroyed all possibility of holding the
Congress in the surcharged atmosphere of Nagpur. Efforts were
made by Pherozeshah and other Bombay leaders to effect a com-
promise, but the politicians of the new school had a slimness about
them which defied all attempts at any definite settlement of the
points at issue.
Finding that Nagpur was determined upon wrecking the Con-
gress, Pherozeshah and his party reluctantly felt compelled to
change the venue to some other place. At a meeting of the All-India
Congress Committee held at his house, it was decided to transfer the
sittings to Surat, which had gallantly come forward to undertake the
heavy responsibility of holding the Congress in her midst. The rage
of the Extremists knew no bounds. Their newspapers and politicians
showered unstinted abuse on the Moderate leaders, particularly